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I hope you will read the enclosed report on 
human rights conditions in Argentina prepared by 
the Association of The Bar of the City of New York. 

Its study mission, led by Orville Schell, visited 
Argentina in April, and the report reaffirms the 
grim reports we have had from many quarters about 
Argentina's "disappeared," whose ranks include 
numerous lawyers: 

"There is no question that since 
March 24, 1976, groups of armed people 
serving in military, police, or other 
state security forces have abducted 
thousands of people, subjecting most of 
the victims to torture, killing many, 
holding others in concentration camps 
or other secret places, and withholding 
from their families and all the world 
word either of their whereabouts or of 
whether they remain alive." (p. 26). 

The report terms the fate of the "disappeared" 
the "most starkly brutal human rights violations in 
Argentina or, indeed, almost anywhere in the world 
that seeks to be civilized." There has been no 
accounting on the missing, and the report sees few 
signs of progress in government circles toward curbing 
the practice or even facing the problem (pp. 31, 36) . 
Disappearances continue (p. 27) . 


The Honorable 

Warren Christopher, 

Department of State. 
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The report also covers prisoners detained under 
Argentina's State of Siege provisions, a review of 
prison conditions and treatment of prisoners, and the 
role of the Argentine bar and judicial system. 

I thought you should have a copy. 

Sincerely , 

c 


Patricia M. Derian 
Assistant Secretary for 
Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Affairs 
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